
We interact with fabrics more in our day-to-
day lives than any other material in our homes. 
They must wear well, look fantastic and be 
reasonably priced. 

Although fabrics may appear on walls, 
seating, carpets and household textiles such 
as bedding and towels, it’s upholstery and 
window coverings that we put the most 
demand on in the home. Knowing the basics 
about textiles will help you invest in your 
fabrics wisely.

LABELLING
Always read the label and ask questions. 
All textile products should have a label that 
commonly contains the following information: 

Fibre Content – listed in order of the 
highest fibre content first

Country of Origin 

Product Details – type, size and style

Retailer’s Logo and Product Number 

Barcodes 

Care Labels – how to look after your product 
to keep it looking good 

Abrasion Resistance – the ability of a fabric 
to resist surface wear caused by rubbing

Other Information – ratings for safety, 
flammability, classifications of finishes 

Finishes – aesthetic and 
performance functions

FINISHES
A finish may not be apparent to the naked eye 
but it is there. And they vary with the end use. 

Fabric finishes are used to improve the fabric 
in some way. This could be to:

Improve the appearance 

Change the texture 

Improve the feel 

Improve how it drapes (hangs)

Improve functional qualities and durability 
such as water-, stain- and soil-repellence, 
care-free finishing, wrinkle resistance and 
shrinkage control.

The average interior design fabric is treated 
with six finishes in order to be saleable. 

HEALTH & WELL-BEING
Another important consideration for fabric 
selection is your sensitivity to materials and 
finishes. Manufacturers understand this 
environmental concern and will tell you what 
their IAQ (indoor air quality) rating is.

Most materials off-gas. After installing 
furniture, drapes and carpeting, it’s important 
to open your home to fresh air to dissipate 
possible fumes. This allows the volatile 
organic compounds (VOCs) to dissipate.

UPHOLSTERY (AKA SEATING)
The fabrics that we sit on are subjected to 
a great deal of stress. Kids, pets and couch 
potatoes seem to be the most demanding 
creatures on these fabrics. 

Homeowners are now asking for commercial 
abrasion and durability ratings such as 30,000 
double rubs to 50,000 double rubs, or more, for 
their sofas. The Wysenbeek method, a standard 
of rubbing fabric back and forth on itself, is used 
to evaluate a fabric’s strength. 

If your label doesn’t contain durability 
information, then use other tried and 
true methods such as the “key test” or the 

“diamond ring test.” On 
a sample fabric, rub a key 
or ring back and forth 
across the fabric to see if 
it starts to wear, makes 
a mark, shifts or if its 
threads pull easily. If so, 
then it is not suitable for 
upholstery applications. 

Luckily, Robert 
Allen Design and 
other reputable textile 
suppliers have beautiful 
performance fabrics that 
are stylish. They are easy 
to clean, highly repellant 

to stains and spills, and reduce or eliminate 
the need for chemical cleaners. You’ll find 
them as standard fabric offerings for various 
seating manufacturers.

Sunbrella, used for outdoor seating, wears 
like iron. Manufacturers of beds for pets use 
Sunbrella for its virtually indestructible, yet 
pleasing, properties.

WINDOW COVERINGS
(AKA DRAPERY)

Draperies enhance the 
appearance of windows 
or architecture, provide 
privacy, control light and 
sound and can provide 
a pleasing view.

Although not 
subject to as much 

stress as a sofa, they still have performance 
standards to consider.

Remember that fabrics, as well as other 
materials, can fade in direct sunlight – even 
synthetics. Natural fabrics will fade the 
fastest. If you have direct southern or western 

exposure on the top 
floor of a penthouse with 
air conditioning – yes, 
your drapes will still 
fade. This is the law of 
nature and physics.

FABRIC’S FUTURE
What’s in store for fabric? Drapes that 
contain solar cells, or perhaps seating fabric 
that can monitor your health or allow you to 
communicate with your “intelligent” devices? 
The possibilities are endless with textiles. 
Embrace the fabrics that surround you. 
Choose wisely. Choose well.  OH

Interior Designer 
Dolores Pian 

shares her ideas.

FABRICS 101
Fabrics surround us. We look 
at them. We sit on them. We 
touch them. They are above 
us, below us and around us. 

1. CRÉATION BAUMANN: Velos Strato in Colour 0120  
2. CRÉATION BAUMANN: Velos Strato in Colour 0164  3. ROBERT 
ALLEN: Windsor Park in Palm  4. ROBERT ALLEN: Mill Reef in 
Palm  5. ROBERT ALLEN: Dover Street in Saffron  6. ROBERT 
ALLEN: Ashcombe Bk in Saffron  7. ROBERT ALLEN: Sunbrella 
Wanderlust Indoor / Outdoor Fabric Collection  8. CRÉATION 
BAUMANN: Viento S in Colour 0002  9. ROBERT ALLEN: 
Monsoon Weave in Mint  10. ROBERT ALLEN: Teague in Gold Leaf
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